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Kris Schmid displays the solar panel which provides his own residence with more than enough electricity to keep business running thoughout the year.

Qtaff Dineie. by Aloepim | g pineioaen.

Following the sun with solar energy

*Solar powear as much about ideology
as profit for Frederic business.

By MARTIN LUNDEEN
Sentinel Reporter

FREDERIC-—Legacy Solar may be in the business of
selling and Installing electric ard hol water systems to
hamess the aun’s power, but founder Kris Schmid 1
the first to admit he's nol a salesperson,

I mever pretend o b one.” he explained, *[ just give
people the ficts, when you really believe in something
it comes across, When vou have something you belleve
in. you become a salesman even if you don'l see your-
gell that way.”

Unsurprisingly. Schmid's background is in elecirical
engineering — ot sales. After receiving his degree from
the University of Minnesota he worked as an electrical
enginest until the company he worked for was boughi
inil by General Electric.

Suddenly finding himself working for & massiee cor-
poration, "l wasn't going to At in” Schmid ackoome]-
edged. With this resbization, Schunid left his job lo pur-
e livellhood compatible with his own interests and
bleals.

“I've always had an interest in doing the right thikng

for the Earth and enviromment, and combined with my
hackground this [solar energy| seemed like a good fit,”
he said.

And o in 2002, Schmid founded Legacy Solar. Now,
five years later the business is installing solar systems
which generate efectricity and panels which warm wa-
ter to help heat a home and provide the hot water the
kot needs,

"l definitely was motivated by éthical and environ-
mental reasons more than fnancial ones” Schmid
sald. *Nobody's golng to get rich in this business, but [
think we're going to see more renewable energy in the
future.”

Few peaple would debaie this projection s trisditional
sources of heating and electricity become increasinghy
controversial for political and environmental reasons.

“People are thinking more about it [rencwable ener-
gyl now,” Schmid said. And for a pumber of reasons,
renewable enevpy §5 looking more aliractive Lixlay than
ever hefore.

The first step In installing a solsr system. whether
electrical parels or hot-water (5 a site assessment.

When Schmid performs this step he examines the
types and amount of solar energy avallable at the site,
esthmates what is needed to maintain and operate a
system, studdies the home's use of energy, and provides
an estimate of whal percentage of their needs can be

fulfilied with a solar syatem.

In order to defray the already nominal cost of the slte
asseaament 4 60 percent credit for its cost 1% avallable
through Wisconsin's Forus on Energy program. The
property owner would aimply pay Schmid 40 percent
of the cost and he receives the balance directly from
the siate.

More reasons for an upswing in solar energy. hhave-
been @ 30 percent tax credit avallable from the Federal
Government as well as cash back on installations from
Focus on Energy.

Bani the solar hoom of the 1970% saw businesses
running the gamut from incompetent to unscrupulous
come in droves at the chance of turming o quick buck.

“Wiih federal funding, everyone became a solar in-
staller. bul there was no cenification and no spection
process,” Schmid expliined.

Thus, Schmid believes one of his most tmportant
responsibilities to his clienia is to provide them with
quality service ard knowledgeable answers.

Today, anyone can sill technically install a solar sys-
temn — bl i yous get your system from Joe's House ol
Drscount Solar and Car Sd4ereos, don't hold your breath
wailting for those refunil checks,
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Spring is here, and it's time to think about home improvement projects, remodeling projects or even
building that dream home you ‘ve always wanted. Whatever your "spring project, " this edition is filled with
great stories and helpful tips. And don't forget to check out the ads from local businesses ready to help with it all.

So, from all of us at the Burnett County Sentinel.........

oo Happy Spring!

Frederic business working to leave a Solar Legacy
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With  programs where people
get state funds, there can be an

inspeciion process,” Schmid ex-
platned. “And the majority of sys-
feins are going nounder the state
program.”

And yet white the business side
aof the solar industty has been
making great sirides in recent
vears, the fechoology behind
the panels which provide elec:
tricity. heat, and hot water have
changed litte. Bul thelr designs,
which worked 20 years ago are
#till Rnctoming al peak perfor-
mance oy,

According to Schmid, the bat-
teries uasd bo stors collecled en-
ergy arc likely Io be the highest-
imadritenance flom in B system
with ne connéction o an external
power, grid.

Panels uasd o generate elec-
tricity will operate like new for
arpunid 50 years. After this time
they contiooe bo work just Are,
bt it a dowrer bevel of efficiency. A
aystem used to heat water has a
life expecitancy of approsimately
Qi venrs.

As Sthmid already expladned,
he sells solar systems becalise
of his own bellel in thelr worth
and meceasity. It should there-
fore come a8 fo surprise 1o e
the multi-facersd  bhie  panel
which shines in the noon sun as
it sirikes his own houne.

Tm very proud to tell people
that in a year 1 supply all of my
own electricity from the sun,”
Schmid sald. And while he re-
mins tied o the power grid for
times when clondy weather slows
his panels, he comes out ahead
at the end of the year,

But if he's really ahead at the
end of the year, what happens (o
the excess electriclty generated
by hia system?

1t may sound hadicrous, but on
& sunny day, Schmid can walk
oiiiside to his electde meter and
watch it turn — backwards.

I whai Is known as “net meter-
ing”, homeowners who are gener-
ating more eleciriciy than they
use have the oplivn of sending
the power righl back down ihe
lnes, and selling it back to their
utllity company at the same fate
they would normally pay for it.

“The energy from my panels
gors back into the ne aod to an-
other house,” Schmld explained.
“Ome Hime | asked my nedghbor,
S0, how do vou like thal solar
eleciricily™ He just sakd "What™™
Schmid laughed

50, does this soum Interesting
te you — after all, who wsouldn't
want (o walk outside and watch
thett meter turming backwarda?

One of ithe most Imporiant
facts to remember about 8 solor
syslem s that |t does nol nesd to
be your sole source ol power or
hat water,

By supplomenting
solar ey with a
connection Lo local
utiity companies
one can reap the
epvirmmmenial and
economic  benefits
of solar power with-
aiit relying on bat-
teries to carry them
through a  eloudy
day.

A mintim  akze
is necessary for a
solar eleciric ays-
e to. function, as
the inverters which
converi DN power
from the solar pan-
gla to the AT powes
used in households
require o certain
level of woltage to
function.

But for some,
the investment re-
quired (o use so-
lar eleciricity Is
prolibitively expensive and the
evenitual economic payall simply
takos too long.

As a resuli of these concerns
Schmid began instaling solar
waler heating panels. =T branched
Into the water svsiems because if
people have a Hmited badget it's
going to be their firat choioe.™ he
explained.

And while their projected Hfe-
span 15 slightly less than elec-
Lric panels, a solar water heating
eystem offers the benefit of lower
uplront cosls and a shorter walt
for the fnanctal benefits,

In additten to supplying hot
waler for uses like  washing
clothes, showers, and dishes, hot
waler sysléms can provide heat
for an existing radiant or foreed-
alr system.

Even if you can't afford to in-
stall a solar system at this point,
there are still a number of simple
Bteps you can falke to cul your
emergy wuse — amd bills. Then,
shiould you decide o nvest in
& system in the future, youll be
ahead of the gams,

Ome of the stmplest things one
can do {5 o swifch from (ncan-
descent o compact florescent
light bulbs in their home.

“If every United States house-
hobl changed one bulb from in-
vandescent to compact {lores-
cent, the energy savings woaild
equal the output of & ouaclear
porwer plant,” Schimid explained,

And while il has been repented
over and over, always remember
Lo just tarn off the lights when
you leave a room.

Electronics are a litte trickler,
ax ihey continue (o draw power
even after you turn the them
“oll.”
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Sa, In order to burn off dlectronics widch
o Into “sleep” mode one can phug them
inte . power sivip, allowing you to activate
a TV, stereo, and DV player with just one
switch.

Chree: question Schimid asks when per-
Iorming an sie assessment 18 “how mch
thne I8 your TV on? And while many are
prowd to say they only watch TV ong hour
per day, the reality is this:

H you omily walch one hoor of TV but keep
the TV plugged in for the other 23 hours,
your television is actually using more poar-
e whien you're not wabching it

Larger appliances are also worth laking
a look at. and if shopping for 3 new ap-
plianice, one should purchase one with the
Energy Star seal,

When (s time to do laundry, = ont-
ety washing machine will use less elec-
Iricity and water than a top-loader, and &
greal deal of energy <an be saved through
using the solar clothes dryer yind prob-
ably already have i your backyard — the
clotiesline.

Certified Soil Tests
& System Design
CETMOMPRS #20765]

Complete Septic
System Installation

Mound and Pressure System -

g T

WADE RUFSHOLM
(715) 349-7286

24702 Lind Road » PO, Box 514 » Siren, Wi 4871

Antd for those bullding 4 new home. is
always easier to Incorporate solar ey
sprrees by whille building then refrofitbing
them fo the stracture,

e of the eaniest ways one can do when
planning & new home §5 (o stmply pul most
of the wmdows on the south-facing side (o
utiliee passive solar heating.

Alreacty doing theas things buot wamnt to
do more? "I you've made most energy-sav-
ing changes to your house, the next logical
atep I8 to start producing some of sour oern
energy,” Schmid aald,

“Solar energy gives a gense of ndepen-
dence. reduces greenhouse gasases ard
mercury which we're putting in the atmo-
pphere. For the coun-
iry, iL reduces our de-

Protect your home, business or cabin

= Theft

* Flooding
Plus...
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* Access-Control Systems
* Closed-Circuit TV

= Medical Alert
* Central Vacuum
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¢ Carbon Monoxbde
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pendence  on  foreign
sources of energy.

Sthink of H as an
mvestrnent  for  your

grandehifldren,” Schmid
podded, “that waa part
of why 1 called my com-
pany Legarcy Solar.”
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